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information. The following species are figured :— Simorhyn- 
chus pygmeus, Brachyrhamphus kittlitzii, Lagopus rupestris 
atkhensis g et 9, Ulula cinerea lapponica, Surnia ulula, 
Loxia leucoptera in first plumage, Pyrrhula cassini ? , Leu- 
costicte griseinucha, Motacilla ocularis, Troylodytes alascensis, 
Anthus cervinus in winter plumage, Parus hudsonicus and 
P. cinctus obtectus. A Yellow Wagtail (Budytes flavus leuco- 
striatus) is a regular summer visitor to the Alaskan littoral, 
arriving about June 12th and departing about Sept. 21st and 
breeding. The Grey Wagtail (Motacilla ocularis) was only 
once obtained at Unalashka, in May. 

To his special notes Mr. Turner appends a complete list 
of the birds of Alaska, as yet “ authentically known and 
recognized.” 


XII.—Letters, Extracts, Notices, &c. 


We have received the following letters addressed to the 
Editor of ‘The Ibis :?— 
Northrepps, September 1888, 

Sir,—A. Boucard, of Paris, has recently sent me five speci- 
mens of Buteo swainsoni, killed during the months of October 
and November in the interior of Venezuela, three of which, 
two melanistic, and one partially so, I have retained for the 
Norwich Museum, which previously possessed one wholly 
and two partly melanistic examples of this species. 

All these specimens are dark brown, but not blackish, the 
tint of brown varying from “ seal-brown” No, 1 to “ sepia- 
brown” No. 2, m plate 3 of Ridgway’s ‘Nomenclature of 
Colour.’ 

This coloration probably agrecs with the “ brun fuligineux ” 
which has been deseribed by M. Oustalet as the prevailing 
colour of the type specimen of Buteo unicolor of D’Orbigny. 
M. Oustalet’s description of this type, quoted by Mr. Salvin 
in ‘The Ibis? 1886, p. 73, appears to me to agree more 
closely with the melanistic phase of Buteo swainsoni than it 
does with the two blackish-brown Buzzards collected by Mr. 
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Whitely in British Guiana, and entered in Mr. Salvin’s list 
of Mr. Whitely’s collection as being probably referable to 
Buteo unicolor. 

M. Oustalet speaks of D’Orbigny’s type as being ‘ beau- 
coup moins noir” than one of the Guiana specimens scnt to 
him for comparison ; and I cannot but suspect that these two 
examples, which have been presented by Messrs. Salvin and 
Godman tothe British Museum, are specifically distinet from 
Buteo unicolor, and that the latter is identical with the 
melanistic phase of Buteo swainsoni. 

Yours &e., 
J. H. Gurney. 


Dunipace, Larbert, N.B., 
October 29, 1888. 

Sir,—Atlow me to correct a misprint in the last number 
of ‘The Ibis. At page 192, for Dr. John Mackney,” read 
Dr. John Mac-Bury. 

I may take this opportunity of recording the occurrence 
of an adult male Blue-throated Warbler (Cyanecula suecica) 
on the Monarch-Islands lighthouse. It was sent me by 
Mr. Joseph Agnew, and is now here in spirits. It may also 
interest naturalists to know that Rockall was landed upon 
last summer, and that, amongst other eggs, of which several 
dozens were taken, one egg of a Coramon Guillemot is recog- 
nized by Mr. T. E. Buckley, to whom it was forwarded. 

Yours &c., 
J. A. Harvie-BrRowN. 


Herring-fleet Hall, 
near Lowestoft, Suffolk. 
November 1, 1888. 
Sır, —I have recently had an opportunity of examining the 
beautiful collection of Falcons’ skins in the Norwich Mu- 
seum with Mr. John Ifenry Gurney, and, after carefully 
looking over the fine series of specimens of Fulco babylonicus, 
have no hesitation in deciding that all of the birds L shot in 
Sind belonged to that species, and not to F. burbarus, as 
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believed by Mr. Hume, who identified the specimens referred 
to, and entered them under that name in my paper on the 
birds of Sind contained in ‘Stray Feathers’ (vol. vii. 
p. 174). The remarks there recorded by me—viz.: ‘ One 
of the most striking characters in the plumage of the adult 
bird is the rufous halo that surrounds the moustachial stripe,” 
are, I think, sufficient to fix the species, as this peculiarity 
docs not exist in the other allied species with which it is 
likely to be confounded, namely, F. barbarus, F. punicus, and 
F. minor. In F. babylonicus, male and female, adult and 
immature, the moustachial stripe is the same rufous chestnut 
as the top of the head, with a dark blackish or slaty-brown 
centre, and this distinguishes it at a glance from all of its 
allies above mentioned. I notice that this characteristic is 
also referred to in ‘Stray Feathers,’ viii. p. 330, lines + to 11, 
where an excellent description of that part of the bird will 
be found. 

Mr. Gurney considers (Str. F. vol. x. pp. 481, 482) that 
all of the Indian specimens identified by Mr. Hume as 
F. barbarus are referable to F. babylonicus, and in this im- 
pression, so far as my experience goes, he is probably right. 

It is as well to take this opportunity also of correcting 
another error in my paper on the avifauna of N. Guzerat 
and Mount Aboo, in which (‘Stray Feathers,’ vol. iij. p. 418, 
and vol. iv. p. 36) I unfortunately recorded the occurrence 
of Falco peregrinator at Mount Aboo, whereas the bird I 
obtained was, as I am now convinced, F. babylonicus. 

Had ‘ Stray Feathers’ been continued I should not have 
asked you the favour of publishing this letter in ‘The Ibis.’ 

Yours Xe., 
E. A. Butter, Lieut.-Col. 


———- m 


Carlisle, Noy. 9, 1888. 
Sir,—I beg leave to state that, on the 18th of October 
last, three examples of the Pectoral Sandpiper (Tringa ma- 
culata) were observed in a grass-meadow near Penrith. Two 
of the birds were shot. One of them fell into a snipe-pool and 
was caten by rats; the other was safely secured, and within 
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half an hour was placed in the hands of my friend Mr. Tandy, 
a young but zealous ornithologist. The third bird lingered 
in the neighbourhood until the 22nd, but escaped scathless. 
Mr. Tandy’s bird proved on dissection to be excecdingly fat ; 
its stomach contained the remains of vegetable substances. 
It is in immature plumage. I may add that Mr. Bidwell 
and other friends have examined the specimen, which is the 
first authenticated example of the species obtained in the 
north-west of Kugland. 
Yours &c., 
H. A. MACPHERSON. 


November 10, 1888. 
Sır —It may possibly not be altogether without interest 
to British ornithologists to know that I was fortunate enough 
to discover the nest of the Snow Bunting (Plectrophanes 
nivalis) during the past summer in the north of Scotland. 
The nest, which contained five richly coloured eggs, was com- 
posed of beuts and moss, lined with a few Piarmigan-feathers 
aud one or two small pieces of sheep’s wool. These are, I 
believe, the only eggs of this species that have been taken 

on the mainland of Great Britain up to the present time. 
Yours &e., 
J. Youne. 


22 Corporation Street, 
Belfast, Dec. 5, 1888. 
Sim,—Pallas’s Sand Grouse continues to appear in this 
neighbourhood. ‘Three were brought in to a local bird-stuffer 
about a fortnight ago; and I had in my hand to-day a very 
beautiful specimen (in the flesh) that had come in yesterday. 
All four examples were from the co. Down. I lately saw in 
co. Tyrone a Long-tailed Duck (Harelda glacialis), which 
had been shot on a small lake in that county, about thirty 
miles from the sea. Is not this unusual? 
Yours &c., 
R. Lioyp PATTERSON. 


138 Letters, Extracts, Notices, §c. 


Additions to the National Bird Collection in 1877-78.— 
The Parliamentary Report on the British Museum, issued in 
August last, contains the following paragraphs on acquisi- 
tions by the National Collection :— 

“The ‘Tweeddale?’ Collection of birds and ornithological 
works; presented by Capt. R. G. Wardlaw-Ramsay. 

“This collection consists of about 35,090 specimens of 
birdskins, and was formed principally by the uncle of the 
donor, the late Marquis of Tweeddale, who had paid particular 
attention to certain local faunas, such as the birds of the 
Philippine Islands, Andaman Islands, Malayan Peninsula, 
&e., sparing no expense and labour in rendering these por- 
tions of his collection complete. As the British Museum was 
particularly deficient in those faunas in which the ‘ Tweed- 
dale’ Collection excels, this acquisition is a very important 
event in the progress of the ornithological series in the 
British Museum. It is calculated that after the disposal of 
the duplicates, about 27,000 specimens will be left for incorpo- 
ration in the Museum scries. 

“ But besides this valuable collection, Captain Wardlaw- 
Ramsay has deposited in the British Museum the ornitholo- 
gical works collected by his uncle and himself, with the 
expressed desire that this library should be placed in con- 
tiguity with the study-series of birds, so as to facilitate the 
work ot students. This library consists of about 2300 volumes, 
and comprises a number of the most costly ornithological 
publications, such as those by Gould, Audubon, Temminek, 
&e. 

“ The additions to the collection of birds during the past 
year amounts to 6746, besides the ‘Tweeddale’? Collection 
already mentioned : the following are most worthy of note :— 

“ Parent birds, nests and eggs, or young of the Jackdaw, 
Capercailzie, and Landrail ; presented by W. R. O. Grant, 
Esq. 

“ A pair of Sparrows, with nest and young; presented by 
Dr. Günther. 

“ A female Gadwall and a pair of Nuthatches, with nests 
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and young ; presented by the Right. Hon. Lord Walsingham, 
F.R.S. 

“ A female Capercailzie, with nest and eggs ; presented by 
Colonel Irby. 

“ A pair of Ptarmigan, with nest and eggs ; presented by 
His Grace the Duke of Athole. 

“A pair of Kentish Plovers, with young and eggs; presented 
by Colonel Irby and Captain Vernon. 

“ A pair of Laughing Gulls, with nest and eggs ; presented 
by the late Lord Lovat. 

“ Parent birds, young and eggs of the Lesser Tern; pre- 
sented by Captain Verner. 

“Thirty-one birds from Flamborough; presented by the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Londesborough. 

“ Sixty specimens from the Caucasus and Altai Mountains ; 
received in exchange from the St. Petersburg Museum. 

“ Lighty-two specimens from South Manchuria; presented 
by H. E. M. James, Esq. 

“Twenty-five specimens from China, including the types 
of Pomatorhinus styani and Trochalopteron cinereiceps ; pre- 
sented by F. W. Styan, Esq. 

“Nineteen specimens from the Hills of Perak ; presented 
by L. Wray, Esq. 

“Sixty birds from North America; presented by H. K. 
Coale, Esq. 

“ Highty-two specimens from Califorma, including the 
type of Colinus ridgwayi; presented by G. lFrean Morcom, 
Esq. 

“Thirty-five birds from the Cameroons, including the types 
of four new species (Psalidoprocne fuliginosa, Poliopicus 
johnstoni, Laniarius atroflavus, and Ploceus melanogaster) ; 
collected by H. H. Johnston, Esq., aud presented by the 
British Association. 

“Seventeen specimens from the Upper Congo, including 
nine species new to the collection ; purchased. 

“ Six specimens from Masai Land, five of them being new 
to the collection ; purchased. 
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“Twenty-five specimens from the Solomon Islands, in- 
cluding the types of Ninow solomonis, Rallus intactus, and 
Mino kreffti; presented by P. L. Sclater, Esq. 

“Thirty-five specimens from the Solomon Islands, includ- 
ing a new species (Macrocorax woodfordi) ; purchased. 

“ Six specimens from New Zealand, including the types 
of Donacicola huusteini, Myzomela ramsayi, and Carpophaga 
subflavescens ; purchased. 

“ Seventy-five specimens from the Horseshoe Range of the 
Astrolabe Mountains, New Guinea; collected by Mr. Romilly, 
and presented by the Queensland Commissioners for the 
Indian and Colonial Exhibition. 

“ One hundred and ninety-two specimens from N.W. Aus- 
tralia; collected by the late T. H. Bowyer Bower, Esq., and 
presented by Captain Bowyer Bower. 

“One hundred end thirty-five specimens from various 
localities ; presented by R. B. Sharpe, Esq. 

“Sixteen specimens from various localities, including 
seven species new to the collection; presented by Henry 
Seebohm, Esq. 

“Sixteen specimens from various localities ; presented by 
Colonel Irby.” 


Loches Collection of Algerian Birds—When recently at 
Algiers the Editor took the opportunity of examining the 
collection of Algerian birds formed by the late Capt. Loche, 
amongst which are the types of the new species described in 
his well-known catalogue of she birds of Algeria*. The 
collection now forms part of the “ Exposition Permanente des 
produits de PAlgérie,” which is at present arranged in the 
vaults uuder the Rue dela République. It consists of about 
400 mounted specimens labelled in Loche’s own handwriting 
and in fairly good preservation, Nothing appears to have been 
added of late years. I was informed by the obliging Custos 
that it was proposed by the Municipality of Algiers to remove 
the whole collection very shortly and to place it in store 


* Catalogue des Mammifères et des Oiseaux observés en Algérie, par 
le Capitaine Loche. 8vo. Paris: 1858. 
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until some other place could be foun for its reception. It 
is to be hoped that the Municipality are fully aware of the 
value of this collection, and that they will see that proper 
care is taken of it. Such an important and flourishing city 
might well afford a better building for the display of its Col- 
lection of Natural History. 


Protection of the Sea-birds on the Farne Islands.—Mv. 
Hugh Barclay sends us a copy of his report to the sub- 
scribers to the fund for the preservation of the sea-birds on 
the Farne Islands during the past year, from which we ex- 
tract the following passages, showing the amount of success 
that has attended this highly laudable enterprise :— 

“ Notwithstanding a certain amount of opposition from 
fishermen residing near the islands, I think the birds were 
very fairly protected during the breeding-season. I visited 
the islands on three oceasions, and have no reason to be dis- 
satisfied with what I saw. My last visit was on the 2lst of 
July, and I was glad to sce large numbers of young birds of 
all species which usually resort to the Farnes during thie 
nesting-season, thus proving that the means adopted for pre- 
serving the eggs had been effectual. The season was a most 
disastrous one, and large quantities of nestlings were de- 
stroyed by the rains and cold weather in the early part of 
July. This was very apparent on the Inner Farnes, where 
the number of dead nestlings fully confirmed the reports I 
occasionally reccived from the watchers. My limited ac- 
quaintance with the islands previous to this year prevents me 
from giving any comparative statement as to increase or other- 
wise in any particular species of bird, but it should be borne 
in mind that during the breeding-seasou of 1887 hardly a 
single egg was left on the islands before the 15th of June, 
when steps were taken to put a stop to further mischict. 
The following information may be interesting. The watcher 
on the Inner Farnes reported on the 15th July, ‘I am 
rather doubtful I will not be able to answer your questions 
with anything like accuracy, but taking my nearest calcu- 
lation I think there will be about 150 Sandwich Terns hatched 
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off, and as for Arctic and Common Terns, it is impossible for 
me to give you any idea, they are so numerous now. Of 
Eider Ducks we have about 65 hatched off. I have ‘got 
25 Sandwich Terns sitting yet, and 10 or 12 Eider Ducks 
not hatched off yet; and also a great many Arctic and 
Common Terns.’ The watcher on the Outer Farnes, on the 
same date, reported :—‘ The Ducks, on the whole, I think, 
are a very fair average, as [ have seen a good many of their 
young ones.’ Mr. Paynter, who for many years has taken 
very great interest in the birds during the breeding-season, 
writes :—‘ I should say only about 60 Eider Ducks hatched 
off their broods instead of a hundred. The Gulls, both Black- 
backed (the Lesser) and Herring Gulls, are quite as numerous 
as ever; also the Terns, Oyster Catchers, and Dotterels about 
the same. Puffins and Guillemots rather more numerous, 
especially the Bridled Guillemots . . . . If the weather had 
been warmer and not so wet, I think there would have been 
far more young birds than usual. Cormorants were much 
the same, about 50 nests. As faras I could make out, there 
were only two pairs of Roseate Terns.’ ” 


Hydrochelidon leucoptera in New Zealand and Australia.— 
In his ‘ Tabular List of Australian Birds,’ Mr. Ramsay rather 
questions the occurrence of this Tern in New Zealand and 
Australia. As regards its appearance in New Zealand, nothing, 
as Mr. Howard Saunders has pointed out to us, can be more 
explicit than the statement by Sir W. L. Buller (B. New 
Zealand, Ist ed. p. 287) respecting an adult specimen now 
in the Colonial Museum, and shot, along with another, in 
the Province of Nelson, on Dec. 12th, 1868 ; and the same 
authority says that this Tern has been discovered in Australia 
since the publication of Gouid’s ‘ Handbook’*. Mr. Saunders 
has no evidence of his own to adduce, and there are no speci- 
mens of this species in his collection from further south 
than Celebes. 


* Hutton (B. N. Z. p. 78), 1871, says, “I notice that it has also lately 
been obtained in Northern Australia.” 
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The Birds of British India.—We are pleased to be able to 
announce that Mr. Eugene William Oates, Member of this 
Union, and the well-known author of ‘The Birds of British 
Burmah,’ has undertaken the preparation of the volumes on 
Birds belonging to the series on the Fauna of British Jndia, 
published under the authority of the Secretary of State for 
India in Council, and edited by Mr. W. T. Blanford, F.R.S. 
Mr. Oates has returned to this country from India for the 
express purpose of performing this work, and is busily en- 
gaged thereupon at the British Museum of Natural History, 
where he has the advantage of the Ifume collection to faci- 
litate his labours. 

The Northern Falcons —Mr. J. IH. Gurney calls cur atten- 
tion to the following passages in Mr. Nelson’s lately issued 
‘ Birds of Alaska’ (of which we shall give a review in our 
next number) respecting the Northern Falcons of the genus 
Hierofalco :— 

“Throughout all Alaska, from the Aleutian Islands north, 
both along the coast and through the interior, the present 
Falcon (i.e. Falco rusticolus gyrfalco) is the commonest resi- 
dent bird of prey. 

“The young from Alaska form a pretty uniform series, 
with but a comparatively small amount of variation for this 
extremely polymorphic species. The specimen obtained on 
the Seal Islands by Elliott is larger and paler than the 
average Alaska birds, and thus approaches nearer the young 
of the form known as islandicus. The adults secured on the 
shores of North Sound vary in the amonnt of spotting on 
the abdominal surface, and in the size and shape of those 
spots. On the back they also vary from a condition in which 
the entire surface is washed heavily with ashy blue and the 
hight cross-barring of the feathers is nearly obsolete, to one 
in which the cross-bars are well marked and of a dull yel- 
lowish white. 

“In a series of skins of this species from various parts of 
its range there is found an interminable gradation from the 
whitest is/andicus to the darkest gyrfalco and rusticolus. Spe- 
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cimeus in the National Museum from Greenland show the 
widest extremes, which are bridged by connecting specimens, 
so that it is impossible to definitely separate them. The 
young retain their streaked plumage until the second fall, as 
is stated by Newton in the ‘ Proceedings of the Philadelphia 
Academy of Sciences’ (1871, pp. 96, 97). This author’s 
separation of gyrfalco from islandicus on the assumption 
that the head is lighter than the back in one and uniform 
with the back in the other rests upon a purely individual 
character, as is shown by my Alaskan series.” 


The Penguin of the Rio de la Plata.—In his ‘ Naturalist’s 
Voyage’ (chapt. ii.) Darwin speaks of having seen nume- 
rous Penguins in the estuary of the Rio de la Plata, when 
approaching Monte Video in the ‘ Beagle’ in July 1882. 
Mr. W. H. Hudson is also well aware of the existence of 
Penguins on the coasts of the Argentine Republic, and 
has once seen a dead specimen on the shore near the Rio 
Negro. I believe the species to be probably the Jackass 
Penguin (Spheniscus magellanicus), but I am very anxious to 
identify it correctly, and should be exceedingly obliged by 
any information on the subject. Are there any examples of 
Penguins from this locality in public museums or private 
collections ? P. L. SCLATER: 


